RESEARCH RUBRIC
	DIMENSION
	LEVEL 4
	LEVEL 3
	LEVEL 2
	LEVEL 1

	Research Skills:

Topic Selection
	Chooses a thought provoking and relevant topic.

Searches for answers for well developed questions.

Clear, specific focus
	Topic chosen is relevant but does not have clear, specific focus; to broad, too limited
	Topic chosen is adequate. Formulated questions lack focus
	Has chosen an appropriate topic. Completely lacks focus

	Resource Location
	Demonstrates skill and independence in locating a wide variety of resources specific to the assignment. 

Library time maximized
	Generally worked independently to locate resources

Resources are appropriate, but limited in scope

Library time used efficiently
	Sometimes located information independently or with the teacher’s help

Resources are somewhat appropriate, but are limited in scope and number.

Library time used fairly well
	Requires teacher guidance to locate appropriate resources

Library time needs to be used more efficiently and productively.



	Content
	Research has a clear, specific purpose
Research insightfully addresses the essential question

Demonstrates mastery of subject

Utilizes a wide variety of quality resources

Demonstrates higher level thinking skills

Work cited is fully annotated and in proper format
	Research has a specific focus
Research is focused to address the essential question

Demonstrates good understanding of the subject matter

Demonstrates higher thinking skills

Utilizes an acceptable number of acceptable resources 

Works cited is in proper format
	Research has some focus
Research addresses the essential question

Demonstrates understanding of subject

Work cited is in proper form


	Research is largely unfocused
Research does not adequately address the essential question 

Demonstrates superficial understanding of the topic

Work cited is improper format



	Organization
	Presents information in an organized, logical plan
Has as exemplary, thought provoking opening and  conclusion

Transitions from topic to topic and student to student  is smooth and skillful
	Presents information in an organized, logical plan
Has an effective opening and conclusion

Has transitions
	Presents information in a fairly well-organized plan 
Has introduction and conclusion
	Addresses the topic but lacks organization
Has no clear introduction or conclusion

	Bibliography
	Uses a wide variety of quality resources.
Format is correct
	Uses acceptable number of quality resources.
Format is correct
	Uses adequate number of resources
Variety of resources is limited

Some errors in format
	Uses limited number and variety of resources
Errors in format


