	SAT PAGE 

	SAT Test Tips and Techniques


OVERALL TEST TACTICS:


1. Learn the section directions now. Use the time saved during the test to work on questions. 
2. Answer easy questions first. Mark skipped questions in your exam book so you can quickly return to them later. 
3. Guess...if you can eliminate at least one choice. 
4. You can write in the test book: cross out wrong answers; do scratch work. 
5. Take care when filling in the answer grid for the student-produced response questions. 
6. Avoid stray marks on the answer sheet. A machine scores your test and can't distinguish between a correct answer and a careless doodle. 
7. Easy questions usually precede hard ones. 
8. Mark only one answer per question. 
9. Skip any question if you haven't the faintest idea about the answer. You don't lose points. 
10. Understand the scoring! You get a point for a right answer. You lose a fractional point for a wrong answer. There is no deduction for omitted answers, or for wrong answers in the math section's student-produced response questions. 
11. Keep checking that you are placing your answer in the correct section and number on the answer sheet. 
12. Don't spend too much time on any one question. You should spend only seconds on the easiest questions, and hesitate to spend more than 1-2 minutes on even the hardest ones. 
13. Practice, practice, practice! 
14. Remember that the SAT consists of a series of small, timed, mini-tests. Keep track of the time you're allotted for each one and how much time remains. 
15. Bring a watch to the test center. You can't be guaranteed that there'll be a working clock there. 
16. Don't change an answer unless you're sure you made an error. 
17. Read the words in the question carefully. Be sure to answer the question asked and not the question you recall from a practice test. 
18. Know the Question Types to Expect on the SAT: * 19 sentence completion * 40 reading comprehension * 35 math multiple-choices * 10 student-produced responses. Note: These are subject to change.
==============================================================

SPECIFIC SECTIONAL STRATEGIES

CRITICAL READING Section --- SENTENCE COMPLETION:


1. Before looking at the answers, try to complete the sentence with words that make sense to you. 
2. Don't rush your selection. Consider all the answers to make the best choice. 
3. Use the context of nearby words to figure out unknown words. 
4. Don't overlook the reversing effect of negative words (like not) or prefixes (like un-). 
5. If you're really stuck for the meaning of a word, try to think of other words that have similar prefixes, roots, or suffixes. 
6. Eliminate choices in double-blank questions if the first word alone doesn't make sense in the sentence. 
7. Let transition words (like although and likewise) help suggest the best answer. These signal words may be: Supporting, Contrasting, and Cause and Effect.


CRITICAL READING Section --- READING COMPREHENSION (Short and Long):


1. You should base your answers to the questions solely on what is stated or implied in the passages. 
2. Read the italicized introductory text. Try to anticipate what the passage is about.
3. Reading Comprehension questions tend to be arranged sequentially, especially on the longer passages.
4. Mark down and skip questions you don't know. Return to them after answering other easier questions. 
5. First and last sentences of each paragraph are critical. 
6. Try to remember where the author is making a major point. Underline key words or indicate main ideas with a star or arrow. This way, you may come back to them easily.
7. Find the right spot in a passage by using any line reference numbers that appear in the questions. 
8. Answer questions on familiar topics before unfamiliar topics. 
9. To avoid time constraints, you may read the questions BEFORE reading the passages. 
10. Passage content comes from the Humanities, Social Science, Science, and Literal Fiction. 
11. Some passages are presented in pairs. Read the brief introduction first to see how they relate. You may read one passage first and answer the questions which relate, then read the second passage and answer those questions. These do not have to be read in order. Generally, the last few questions ask you to compare both passages. This may save you time.
12. Spend more time on answering the questions than on reading the text. 
13. Questions containing Roman numerals (I only, I and II, etc.) and the word EXCEPT in capital letters will probably take more time to answer, as these questions require you to use the process of elimination to reach your answer. 
===============================================================
WRITING Section --- WRITTEN ESSAY:


1. Write a short (about 250-300 words), persuasive essay on an assigned topic. 
2. Keep in mind the structure of an essay - 5 paragraphs consisting of an: Introduction, Body (about 3 paragraphs), and Conclusion 
3. The allotted time frame is 25 minutes. Read the essay question quickly and think about the topic (about 5 minutes). Allow most of your time (about 15 minutes) to write the essay. Spend the remaining 5 minutes reviewing and editing your work. 
4. Introductory Paragraph should state the position that is being taken. It should also state about 3 points that support this position. 
5. The Body Paragraphs should expand the points that you present with specific detail and examples. 
6. The Concluding Paragraph should summarize your point of view by restating the thesis statement in a revised format. 
7. Keep your writing simple – write what you know.
8. Avoid wordiness. 
9. Avoid slang. 
10. Try to include a sprinkling of higher level vocabulary words, but make sure that you are using them correctly.
11. Become familiar with the rubric – your essay will be graded holistically, or as a whole.
12. Practice! Find out how much you can write in a period of 25 minutes. Look through a book of quotations in order to create a pool of potential essay topics.
13. Keep track of the time and pace yourself. Write legibly.
14. Tip: The statement which you will respond to is already interpreted for you in the “Assignment” section of the directions.


WRITING SECTION -- MULTIPLE CHOICE: Sentence Improvement, Error Identification, and Paragraph Improvement

Sentence Improvement – involves spotting the correct form of a sentence that works best.
1. If you spot an error in the underlined section, eliminate any answer that repeats it.
2. If you don’t spot the error in the underlined section, look at the answer choices to see what is changed.
3. Make sure that ALL parts of the sentence are logically connected.
4. Make sure that all parts of a sentence given in a series are similar in form.
5. Pay particular attention to the shorter answer choices. Often the correct answer choice will be the shortest, most direct way of making a point. (This strategy also applies to certain paragraph improvement questions.

Error Identification – involves finding an error in the underlined section of a sentence. 
1. The error, if there is one, must be in the underlined part of the sentence. 
2. Use your ear for the language – recognize when something doesn’t sound right.
3. Look first for the most common errors: subject-verb agreement, pronoun-antecedent problems, misuse of adjectives and adverbs, lack of parallelism, dangling modifiers, run-on sentences, and sentence fragments.
4. Remember that not every sentence contains an error.

Paragraph Improvement – you will confront a flawed student essay followed by six questions about changes that might improve all or part of the organization, development, sentence structure, use of language, appropriateness to the audience, or use of standard written English.
1. Read the passage and the questions carefully. 
2. It is generally less time-consuming to first tackle the questions that ask you to improve individual sentences, and then tackle the ones that ask you to strengthen the passage as a whole.
3. Consider whether the addition of signal words or phrases – transitions – would strengthen the passage or particular sentences within in. 
4. When you tackle the questions, go back to the passage to verify each answer choice.
===================================
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 


