Summer Assignment 2007

College English
You are to read The Joy Luck Club and see one of the movies listed below.

La Strada (f )

Testament

Paths of Glory

On the Waterfront

Mr. Smith Goes to Washington

The Treasure of Sierra Madre

The Shawshank Redemption

Amadeus

The Bridge on the River Kwai

Do the Right Thing

Dr. Strangelove

American Graffiti
Platoon

City of God ( f )

The Squid and the Whale

The Killing Fields
The Little Foxes

The Children’s Hour

Norma Rae
The War Within

(f) = foreign film

Please note that several films have an “R” rating.  If the sexual content or violence or language might offend you, choose a different film.

You will be writing a short paper of 400-500 words. Please do not exceed the limit. In the paper you will discuss the function of a minor character in The Joy Luck Club AND the function of a minor character in the movie you have selected.
You will have to use your judgment as to whether the character is minor. Obviously, the protagonist is an unacceptable choice.

What is meant by function? 
You are going to look at the author’s/filmmaker’s reason for including the character. Is the character included because he/she helps us to understand another character? Is the character there to help the author/filmmaker reveal the theme? Does the character advance the plot? Is the character a symbol of a societal group? Why is the character included? What does the author gain? How does the character help the reader/ viewer understand certain elements of the work?
Please have this essay ready for the second day of classes. Since this is the very first essay that you are submitting to me, please make sure that it gives me a good impression of you.

Make sure that you bring your copy of The Joy Luck Club to class on the second day of school so that we can discuss the novel.

I am looking forward to teaching you. Please have a healthy, happy summer.

