This is an example of how to create an outline. For historical essays you need to include background information in the introduction. This outline is for a simple topic and question, but the format applies to your essays. Once you complete an outline, you need to look at the documents and figure out where you can use them. Remember: You can use a document even if you disagree with it. 
Question: What is the best time of year?

I. Intro

a. General Statement/Background Information

i. Number of seasons

ii. Names of seasons

b. Become focused

i. Name which season is best

1. Summer

c. Thesis Statement

i. Why Summer is the best season

1. No school 

2. Summer birthdays 

3. Warm Weather 

II. No School

a. How does this relate to Summer

i. Sleeping late

ii. Sun out longer

b. No homework

i. More time to play

c. Hangout with friends more

i. Activities 

III. Summer Birthdays

a. Compare summer parties to winter parties

i. Why summer parties better

1. pool parties

2. mini-golf parties

b. Party outside longer

i. More daylight

c. Sleepovers

i. Do not have to be up early the next day

IV. Warm Weather

a. Why is it warmer in the Summer than other seasons


b. Going to the beach or pool

c. More outside activities

i. Volleyball

ii. Stickball

iii. Swimming

V. Conclusion

a. Why Summer is better than other seasons

b. Examples of what you can do during the Summer 

List of documents 

Document 1: Picture of people in a pool

Document 2: “Snowball Fight”-journal entry by Thomas Jones 

Document 3: Thanksgiving Menu

Document 4: “My Summer Birthday Party”-letters from Bridget Anders 

Document 5: Holiday gifts: Ads from newspapers

Document 6: A pamphlet about allergy season 

Document 7: Cartoon of kids playing in the leaves

�This can be answered a number of ways. It is up to the writer to decided which season they think is the best and support their answer with facts and evidence. 


�This will become body paragraph 1


�This will become body paragraph 2


�This will become body paragraph 3


�Document 4


�Use Document One


�Document 6


�Document 1


�Document 7: Compare


�Document 4


�Use document 2. Compare Winter and Summer


�Use Document 6: Compare Allergy season (Spring) and Summer


�Document 1


�Document 4





