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A Message
from the Superintendent of Schools

& Plainedge Board of Education
Dear Plainedge Community,

We are pleased to present the proposed budget for the 2025-
2026 school year, which will be up for your vote on May 20, 2025.
After assessing our programs, revenue streams, expenditures,
facilities, and future needs, we are presenting this budget
proposal. This budget safeguards all existing academic and
extracurricular programs while advancing innovation through
cutting-edge technology and facilities, and is fiscally responsible
to our community.

During this process, we are always mindful of the tax impact on
our residents and have proposed a budget that carries a 1.75%
tax levy increase, which is below the New York State allowable
tax levy of 2.36%. This 2025-2026 proposed school budget is
$107,993,676, which is a budget-to-budget increase of 3.76%.

We believe this budget maintains our high standards in education
and represents what our community, students, and staff value
here in Plainedge. Our schools and students continuously get
recognized with accolades on state and national levels, which
can be found in this newsletter. We are so proud of everyone’s
achievements and accomplishments.

Our schools excel in our mission to cultivate our core values of
Loyalty, Empathy, Accountability, and Determination (L.E.A.D.)
for Positivity, Respect, Inclusivity, Dedication, and Empowerment
(PR.L.D.E.) and positive character traits in students. We provide
a comprehensive array of opportunities, activities, and events.
We pride ourselves in taking a multifaceted approach to
implementing data-driven programs and robust initiatives that
have a positive impact on our students, staff, families, and
surrounding community.

We continue to provide social-emotional and mental health
supports and services for our families and students through our
partnership with Northwell Mental Health. Prioritizing everyone’s
mental well-being is paramount to us. This collaboration allows
us to extend a wide range of resources and assistance tailored
to the unique needs of each individual and family member.
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Highlights of 2025-2026 Budget

Increased opportunities for students in AP Seminar and
Research

New High School Courses: College Child Development,
Introduction to Programming, and Mastering the Art of Artificial
Intelligence Communication

Curriculum alignment of the Next Generation Learning Standards
for English Language Arts (ELA), Mathematics, Science, Social
Studies, and Physical Education with professional development
for teachers and cross-curricular endeavors

Upgrade end-of-life interactive whiteboards and projectors with
next generation interactive devices

Continue to upgrade and improve technology security initiatives
Upgrade districtwide technology and security systems
Support integration of Artificial Intelligence (Al) into instruction

Expansion of Integrated Co-Teaching (ICT) classes at Eastplain
Elementary School

Introduction of Armed Security Guards at each school

Approval of Proposition 2:
Use of Capital Reserves = $2,575,000

SAT, ACT, and Regents Review Classes for Middle and High
School Students

Expansion of STARS Morning and Afternoon Enrichment
Academies, Summer Enrichment, Elementary Lit Camp,
Summer Education Camp for Middle School students, and
Adult Education Offerings

Elementary, Middle, and High School Advisory periods with
character education for all students

Support for our E-Sports and app development initiatives at the
High School

Support New York State Computer Science Standards and
initiatives
Seal of Civic Readiness for all High School Students

Expansion of STREAM initiatives, electives, events, and
extracurricular activities for all students districtwide (PreK-12)

Character Education and Advisory Programs (PreK-12)

Approval of Proposition 3:
Use of Capital Reserves = $1,700,000

Approval of Proposition 3:
The taxpayer authorizes the District to expend $1,700,000 from current
Capital Reserve Funds:

Our students will be equipped with the skills and values Approval of Proposition 2:
The taxpayer authorizes the District to expend $2,575,000 from current

Capital Reserve Funds:

necessary for success both in school and life with all the
programs we are proposing in our budget. The District is

committed to continuously enhancing academic and social- SCHOOL IMPROVEMENTS:

SCHOOL IMPROVEMENTS:

emotional programs, special education, the arts, athletics,
facilities, extracurriculars, and all facets of education to ensure
all students’ needs are met and Plainedge is a place “Where
Everyone Achieves”.

To learn more about our school district’s budget, please visit
www.plainedgeschools.org.

We thank you for your ongoing support and look forward to
seeing you at the polls on May 20, 2025.

Dr. Edward A Salina, Jr., Superintendent of Schools
Plainedge Board of Education

Joseph Beyrouty, President

Michael Morrisey, Vice President

Joseph Garcia, Trustee

Jennifer Maggio, Trustee

Raymond Paris, Trustee

Douglas Pascarella, Trustee

Kathleen Versace, Trustee

» Plainedge Middle School New Playground and Schoolyard
Area Security Fencing Project

+ John H. West Elementary School New Playground and
Schoolyard Renovation Project

» Charles E. Schwarting Elementary School Playground
Resurfacing and Additional Inclusive Playground Stations

» Plainedge High School Window Replacement

» Plainedge High School Boys and Girls Locker Rooms-
HVAC Upgrades, Heating/ Air Conditioning and Fresh Air
System Replacement

+ Plainedge High School Boys and Girls 2nd Floor Bathrooms

+ Plainedge Middle School HVAC Chiller Repair/ Upgrade

« All Schools Security/Communications Upgrades - Schoolwide

Public Address System (PA) and Clocks (End-of-Life Replacement):
Digital messaging displays with clock, speakers, public address
system (PA with paging), two-way intercom, and strobes for
emergency notifications to be installed in classrooms, offices,
hallways, and large meeting spaces. Installation of outdoor paging
system with exterior strobes for emergency visual alerts and door
ajar functionality with notifications. The system permits future
integration with existing video and security management system
(VMS), and building fire alarm systems in order to be in compliance
with updated building codes. Upgrade of employee, student,
and visitor ID card management system including attendance
functionality, visitor management, and digital notifications. The
system permits future integration with existing burglar alarm and
access control systems.

« Security System (video surveillance, cameras, communication,

access control, signage) installations, upgrades and replacement
of end-of-life equipment, including network devices, cabling, all
labor, materials, equipment, apparatus and incidental costs

+ Installation of Automated Electronic Security Gates Project - Initial

deployment at Eastplain and John H. West Elementary Schools
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Proposed Budget Expenditures 2025-2026

2025-2026
Proposed Budget Expenditures

Administrative,

Capital, 10.43% I| 9.87%

What’s On the Ballot?

For this election, residents will vote on
the following:

Proposition 1: The proposed 2025-
2026 school budget

Proposition 2: The proposal to
expend Capital Reserve Funds - for
districtwide facility upgrades

Proposition 3: The proposal to
expend funds from the Capital
Reserve Fund Ill to improve School
Safety and Security districtwide

Proposition 4: The proposed 2025-
2026 Plainedge Public Library
Budget

Board of Education Trustees: The
election of three (3) members to the
Plainedge School District Board of
Education

Plainedge Public Library Board
Trustees: The election of two (2)
members to the Plainedge Library
Board

ADMINISTRATION/PROGRAM SUPPORT

Board of Education

Central Administration

Finance

Legal

Central Services

Central Data Processing

Curriculum Development and Program Supervision
Building Supervision

Special Items

Employee Benefits

TOTAL ADMINISTRATION

PROGRAM FOR STUDENTS

Teaching

Special Education

English Language Learners/Occupational Education
Special Schools

Instructional Media and Technology
Guidance/Testing Services

Health Services/Nurses
Psychological/Social Workers
Co-Curricular Activities
Interscholastic Athletics

Pupil Transportation

Legal

Community Service

Transfer to other Funds

Employee Benefits

Proposed Budget

2025-2026

192,173
871,526
1,097,559
105,932
237,900
875,545
733,675
3,165,438
1,238,915
2,145,248

$10,663,911

31,719,900
16,964,086
1,405,351
434,699
2,811,491
1,681,766
634,684
1,417,021
530,686
1,578,187
4,633,064
105,933
671,519
381,000
21,099,476

Current Budget
2024-2025

177,529
887,503
1,072,514
143,072
203,541
921,498
767,084
3,079,712
1,155,783
2,154,633

$10,562,869

31,134,278
15,452,469
1,274,458
241,854
2,874,082
1,605,812
591,554
1,458,570
506,876
1,446,632
4,274,187
143,073
584,087
305,000
20,680,136

TOTAL PROGRAM

Capital Program

Operations and Maintenance

Debt Service

Transfer to Capital Fund (Capital Projects)
Employee Benefits

TOTAL CAPITAL

$86,068,863 $82,573,068

7,801,817 7,445,991
1,326,883 1,326,983

750,000 750,000
1,382,202 1,422,494

$11,260,902 $10,945,468

TOTAL BUDGET

$107,993,676 $104,081,405

Questions & Answers

Q: What does the budget support?

A: The proposed budget preserves all
curricular and co-curricular programs, athletic
teams, and includes numerous new project-
based learning initiatives.

This includes:

+ Curriculum & technology integration that
supports the expansion of dual enroliment
coursework including 18 AP and 20 college
courses (3 - 6 credits per course)

Increased learning opportunities &
enhancements in STREAM & Robotics
(PreK-12)

Core Academic Programs and Resources

College and Career Readiness Course
Electives

Professional development

Enhancement of all school facilities &
athletic fields

Enhancements to campus safety personnel
Computer Science program PreK-12

The purchase of athletic supplies and
equipment

Additional mental health supports

Expansion of ICT for grades 3-5 at
Eastplain Elementary School

1:1 technology devices for all students &
staff

Q: How does the district save on
costs?

A: The District continually looks for
efficiency. We utilize Nassau BOCES
for many of our purchases resulting in
cost savings and significant additional
revenue in the form of State Aid. When
possible, the District utilizes cooperative
governmental bids for goods and
services. We maximize savings through
E-Rate, which provides discounts for
telecommunication, Internet access,
and internal connections. The District
maintains a strong Aa2 bond rating.

Q: How is the tax levy limit
calculated?

A: There is an eight-step formula for
determining the tax levy limit and it
takes several factors into account.

The Consumer Price Index, Tax Base
Growth Factor, Capital Tax Levy and any
changes in projected PILOTs.

Q: What happens if the budget fails?
A: If the budget is defeated on May 20,
state law allows the district to present
either the same budget or revised
budget, which would require educational
program cuts and possibly eliminate or
reduce the number of interscholastic
sports and co-curricular actitivites which
are currently offered.




2025-2026 Board of Education Elections

District residents will be asked to elect three individuals to the Board of Education, one for an unexpired term beginning on May 20,2025 and two (2) for a term
inni 2025. Board of Education Trustees are unpaid volunteers elected by the residents of the Plainedge Community.
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Ken Auer

Ken has been a resident of Plainedge for the past 23 years. He works at Archbishop Molloy High School since 1998, teaching Social Studies and
Criminal Justice. In January of 2008, Ken became the Assistant Principal for Student Services.

Ken has coached baseball in the PYBL and served on its board as Secretary for several years ending in 2021. He also volunteers for the Varsity
Football Team, with other moms and dads, to set up and break down the inflatable helmet each home game.

Ken lives with his wife, three children, and two dogs.

“My family and | love the community of Plainedge for its schools, music programs, competitive athletics, and caring teachers.”

Jennifer Maggio

Jennifer Maggio, a current trustee on the Plainedge Board of Education, is seeking re-election for a third term. She has served the District with
dedication and integrity for the past seven years. A Plainedge resident for over 15 years, Ms. Maggio lives with her husband Rob and their three
daughters: Makenna (Plainedge High School), Neddie (Plainedge Middle School), and Jordynn (Eastplain Elementary School).

Ms. Maggio holds five New York State Educator Certifications, including Elementary Education, Literacy, Students with Disabilities, and both School
Building and District Leadership. She brings more than 26 years of teaching experience from the Long Beach Public School system.

Over her tenure as a BOE trustee, Ms. Maggio has earned the trust and confidence of families throughout Plainedge. Her voting record reflects a
strong, consistent commitment to student achievement, school safety, and community engagement.

She remains deeply committed to advancing educational opportunities for all students. Ms. Maggio supported the expansion of universal Pre-K
across all elementary schools and played a key role in aligning District literacy instruction with the Science of Reading. She supported the
Districtwide UFLI phonics program and has championed civic education initiatives such as the New York State Seal of Civic Readiness. She has
also supported the addition of innovative High School courses, including virtual enterprise and advanced video production, equipping students for
success in a competitive global economy.A staunch advocate for safer schools, Ms. Maggio has advocated for improved District security protocols
beyond the one-button lockdown system and has encouraged thoughtful community discussion regarding the possibility of armed guards.

She has backed several important capital projects, including the turf facility at John H. West, as well as the amazing renovations at the High School:
the new music wing, the modernization of the cafeteria, and a state-of-the-art fitness center. She also approved the installation of solar panels and
an energy performance contract, initiatives expected to generate substantial long-term savings for the District.

Throughout her service, Ms. Maggio has prioritized the well-being and success of Plainedge students. She would be honored to continue her work
on the Board of Education, further enhancing the educational experience and overall community life in Plainedge.

Candidates for Seat 2

| Kathleen Versace

Kat Versace and her family have proudly called Plainedge home for the last 14 years. As a former DOE teacher in NYC with more than a decade
of experience and a dedicated volunteer with our local organizations, she deeply understands the importance of community and education.

Her passion for serving the community she loves and her commitment to ensuring that every child’s voice is heard led her to seek appointment to
W the Plainedge Board of Education, where she has advocated for all members of the Plainedge community —students, parents, and those without

§ school-aged children. Kat is a certified teacher, an ACE-certified personal trainer, and a leader who has donated countless hours to Plainedge
i schools and community organizations. Not only has Kat served as class parent many times over the years, but she also chaired the Schwarting
United Skates fundraiser for several years, co-chaired logo wear and 5th and 8th grade graduation T-shirts, co-chaired the Schwarting Halloween
Dance, assisted at back-to-school picnics, book fairs and holiday boutiques, volunteered time as a strength trainer in Plainedge’s fitness facility
with middle and high school female students, judged and spotted the powerlifting athletes at The Special Olympics and coached for the Plainedge
Soccer Club and Maria Regina volleyball.

Kat believes that the community is stronger when we work together and listen to each other.

/ Dr.Farjana Khan

Ph.D. In Clinical Psychology, Author of 10 + books, Psychologist, Chaplain, Educator, Lecturer, and Speaker. Appearances on television/radio talk
shows (Mental Health and Education). She also has her own podcast called Dr. Farjana’s Self Help Diaries.

. Farjana Khan, Ph.D. is goal oriented. Once she makes up her mind to help you, she will make it happen. She has over 21+ years experience in
| working with individuals and families with difficulties. Dr. Khan’s educational and professional achievements include a doctorate degree in clinical
psychology; a master’s degree from New York University; and a Chaplain certification.

Dr. Khan is an author of 10 + published books: Dr. Farjana’s Theory on Codependency, How to Stop Dysfunction in Relationships, Dr. Farjana’s
Life Hacks: Quotes on Awareness and How to Survive Life, School Home Communication and Reading Achievement in Kindergarten Children, and
Watch Yourself Mental Health Curriculum. She has over 21+ years of experience in the educational field. She also has made appearances on radio
talk shows and hosts her own podcast regarding current event issues and mental health.

Dr. Khan has developed a protocol to help increase reading achievement in schools with her research. She also helped advocate for child abuse
preventive measures in schools. Currently, Dr. Khan is part of a Rotary Club. Some of her contributions include monthly Senior Socials for the
community and help fund and support education services for underprivileged women and children. Additionally, she conducts a healing circle. As a
lecturer, she has engaged in various mental health talks at prestigious universities, such as Adelphi University and Hofstra University. Dr. Khan has
made television appearances regarding other educational issues. Her podcast, motivational talks, and books are utilized all over the world.

Lastly, Dr. Khan speaks five languages. As an educator, she is actively involved in curriculum development, part of various school committees,
teacher mentorship roles, and leadership roles in using data to increase academic growth and school family communication.

Candidate for Seat 3

Michael Ponticello

Michael Ponticello, a dedicated family man and community advocate, has made Plainedge his home since 2007, when he and his wife
purchased their house shortly after getting married. Together, they are raising three wonderful children—Gianna, Michaela, and Nico—and have
developed a deep passion for their town.

With 24 years of experience in the HVAC industry, Michael is driven by a relentless pursuit of perfection and a thirst for knowledge. His
extensive background has not only equipped him with technical expertise but has also allowed him to build strong teams and foster meaningful
relationships within the industry and beyond.

Michael’s commitment to community is evident through his active participation in local initiatives. He has been involved in various charitable
events and has served on the boards of the Plainedge Softball and Baseball leagues, demonstrating his dedication to supporting youth sports
and fostering a sense of community spirit.

Leveraging his construction background and team-building skills, Michael is focused on continuing to strengthen the Plainedge community. His
passion for philanthropy and community engagement reflects his belief that a strong community is built on relationships, support, and shared
values.

As he leads AIRPROS Inc., Michael Ponticello remains committed to not only providing exceptional HVAC services but also to nurturing the
community he loves. His vision for a thriving Plainedge is one where families can grow, connect, and thrive together.
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2024-2025 POINTS OF PRIDE
Amaging Achievements

« Districtwide Law Enforcement and First Responder Appreciation Day

* PHS expanded electives offered to students including Fitness Trainer,
Anatomy and Physiology, and College Video Production

+ PHS offered computer science class to all incoming freshmen

* PHS hosted parent and student workshops/information sessions: Senior
College Night, Financial Aid Night, Grade 9 Night, Curriculum Night, College
Testing (PSAT, SAT, ACT) Night, Grade 8 Orientation, Grade 11 College Night

+ Bright Futures Week and College Awareness Week offer our K-8 students
amazing opportunities to explore their future pathways

« PHS hosted successful fall and spring college fairs

* PHS implemented a bi-weekly advisory program with character education

» Plainedge High School and Eastplain Elementary School were named New York State Schools

* PHS tripled the enrollment in AP Seminar, with all students participating in a

of Character half day symposium during non-school hours
+ Charles E. Schwarting Elementary received honorable mention for a School of Character + PHS College TV students produced and streamed live morning
announcements

» PHS students took 432 AP exams across 20 content areas
+ PHS hosted the first Passing of the Torch with seniors and 5th graders across

the District
+ 86% of the graduating students from the Class of 2024 are attending college with 78% - PHS Hosted the first Safe Halloween for the community
attending four-year colleges

+ Plainedge High School has earned Bronze recognition on the 2024 AP School Honor Roll

« PHS new clubs driven by student voice: Chess Club FBLA, and Mindfulness

+ Replaced all Instructional and Administrative staff Chromebooks with Lenovo Club
+ Replace end of life and non-touch Chromebooks with New Dell Touchscreen Chromebooks — + PHS students hosted the 50 year reunion for Plainedge Alumni
Grade K, 2, 12 + Special Education opened up PHS Red Devil Roast Coffee Shop run by the

* Replaced auditorium camera systems for live streaming with 4K system life skills students

. « All elementary students participated in the World Read Aloud Day, Great
12 Summa Cum Laude Students with GPAs over 100 Kindness Challenge during Kindness Week, Cards for Cops, Valentines for
* 4 PHS students received letters of commendation from the National Merit Scholarship Program Vets, Global Day of Play, PARP (Pick A Reading Partner), Red Ribbon Week,

PS | Love You Day, and food, clothing, and toy drives
* 4 PHS students earn the AP Capstone Diploma

Our Elementary students raised over $15,000 for the American Heart
+ 3 students recognized by the College Board as National First-Generation Recognition Association through the Kids’ Heart Challenge via Coin Wars

- 3 students recognized by the College Board as National Hispanic Recognition Elementary students are involved In - Service Learning Projects

District student transition support programs: PreK Orientation, Sail Into
Kindergarten, 5th Grade Project Challenge, 5th Grade PenPall Wellness Day,
MS Summer Transition Program, and PHS/MS Orientations, New Entrant

» PHS student named as a National Merit Finalist Breakfasts

+ PHS student named National Honor Society Semi-finalist Scholarship winner * PMS students raised money for charities and foundations such as Long
Island Cares, Alzheimer’s Association, Breast Cancer, and Vinny’s Army

» PHS hosted Instant College Decision Week where students received over 120 acceptances with
over $2 million in scholarships

» PHS student named as an All-State Musician
* 5 PHS students named to NYSDBA All State HS Honors Band

Plainedge presented at the National School Boards Association
+ STREAM Teachers presented at ASSET Conferences and the Long Island

+ PHS teacher, Ryan Lane, named 2025 Molloy University Educator of Excellence Tech Summit

+ Plainedge CTE teacher, Kevin White, received the 2025 ASSET Bright Light Award - Plainedge held its 4th Annual Best Buddies Fashion Show

» PMS students placed third in the National Science Bowl STEAM Competition - The District raised awareness and encouraged inclusivity during Down

+ PHS had four All-State musicians Syndrome and Autism Awareness Days

+ Plainedge had 230 students participate in NYSSMA Solo Festival, 62 students in All-County + Plainedge School District will host the New York State Special Olympics Spring
Festivals (Divisions I-1V), 11 students in the Long Island String Festival, and 5 students in the Games for the second year in a row
NYS Band Directors Association + Launched new Fitness Center mobile App for community members to register

- An elementary student won the Art Popsicle Stick Contest Award of $1,000 towards art supplies for membership and schedule workouts

« 24 students’ work was displayed at the Art Supervisors Association All-County Exhibition

16 Varsity Team were named Scholar Athlete Teams

+ Varsity Football team became Conference Champions and County Finalist

Golf Team qualified for County Tournament (First Time since 2007) Plainedge Fitness Center:

+ Varsity Wrestling became Nassau County Division 2 Conference Champions, Dual Meet Have you signed up for your free membership?
Champions Nassau County Tournament Team Champions, NYS Dual Meet Runner-Up Visit the district website at www.plainedgeschools.org to learn how to

. 2 individual students became State Wrestling Champions register for a Plainedge Fitness Center Community membership.

Voter Eligibility and Registration Absentee/ Early Mail In Ballot Applications

If you are registered to vote with the Nassau County Board of Elections or with the school The submission of absentee/early mail in ballot applications must be received by the
district, you are eligible to vote in the 2025-2026 School District Budget and Board Election. District Clerk seven days before the election if the ballot is to be mailed to the voter
Residents may register any school day until May 15, 2025 (five days before the vote) 9:00 AM- (May 13, 2025), or the day before the election if the ballot is to be issued to the voter in
3:30 PM at the Central Administration Office, located at 241 Wyngate Drive, North Massapequa. person (May 19, 2025). Visit the District website for more information or call the District
Visit the District website for more information or call the District Clerk’s Office at (516) 992-7457. Clerk’s Office at (516) 992-7457.

In order to vote in the School District Budget and Board Election, a person must be:
« A citizen of the United States
» 18 years of age or older

+ Avresident of the district for 30 days prior to voting Did you register for kindergarten? You can still register your child for kindergarten for
+ Aregistered voter in either the school district, state or national elections the 2025-2026 school year.

Kindergarten Registration

Children must be 5 years of age on or before December 1, 2025. Registration forms
are available at www.plainedgeschools.org and all elementary schools. Please call
(516) 992-7420 if you have questions.

Remember to Vote!
Tuesday, May 20, 2025 - 6:00 AM - 9:00 PM Plainedge High School Gymnasium

Follow Us! The Plainedge Board of Education

#WeArePlainedge Qe‘?’?qj e Joseph Beyrouty, President
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Dr. Edward A. Salina, Jr., Superintendent




